51. Family attachments blur one's vision

Marriage and family bonds that arise from it, bring
about a sea-change in the attitude and behaviour of a person.
Till he is trapped in the 11 et of attachment, he may show the
utmost concern for the norms of justice and fairplay and be
highly virtuous. But once, he has a family of his own, his
vision will be coloured and judgement biased. His thoughts
and deeds \\ill be influenced by the interests of his children.
To him, whatever they do, will appear right and others in-
variably in the wrong. It is this attachment towards her
sons that caused the downfall of Gandhari from the pinnacle
of glory.

On hearing that her spouse-to-be, Dhritarashtra was
blind, Gandhari blind folded herself and remained as such
for life. This act of hers elevates her to the rank of the
finest specimen of womanhood. In striking contrast to this
was her behaviour towards Draupadi, whom Dussasana wan-
ted to appear in the Royal court after she had been "lost" by
Yudhishtira in a game of dice. In a desperate attempt to
save her selfrespect and womanhood, Draupadi sought re-
fuse in Gandhari, hoping that the latter would chastise her
son. But Gandhari urged her to go with Dussasana and what
is more, she made some derisive remarks about Draupadi's
anxiety to protect her chastity.

The image of Gandhari as a woman of nobility is shatt-
ered beyond repair by this most despicable and cruel act of
hers. The reason for her change is her blind affection for

her sons.

52. Nemesis certain to strike the arrogant

Arrogance stems from the delusion that nothing is be-
yond man's powers. When a person finds success, crowning
his effort on a few occasions that he can have everything his
way on the basis of his own strength and the support he gets
from his friends. This is particularly true of the unscrupulous